Reference will now be made to 18 cases seen during the past seven and a half years (January 1944 -June 1951 and the main clinical and haematological features of the disease will be described.
Incidence
Fifteen of the 18 cases were referred from the Simpson Memorial Maternity Pavilion. These were distributed over the seven and a half years as shown in Table I It will be noted that in 2 cases (Nos. 16 of iron deficiency appeared to be seen in 6 cases, but could be correlated with the M.C.H.C. in only 3 of these. Nevertheless in some cases with a dimorphic peripheral blood picture, inspection of the stained film may be of more value in diagnosis than estimation of the M.C.H.C. or colour index (Fig. 1) 
The outlook for the mother is now good provided the diagnosis is not so long delayed that labour ensues at a dangerously low blood level. 
